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§3415.15

(d) Except to the extent otherwise
provided by law, such recommenda-
tions are advisory only and are not
binding on program officers or on the
awarding officials of NIFA and ARS.

§3415.15 Evaluation factors.

In carrying out its review under
§3415.14, the peer review group will
take into account the following factors
unless, pursuant to §3415.5(a), different
evaluation criteria are specified in the
annual program solicitation:

(a) Scientific merit of the proposal.

(1) Conceptual adequacy of hypoth-
esis;

(2) Clarity and delineation of objec-
tives;

(3) Adequacy of the description of the
undertaking and suitability and feasi-
bility of methodology;

(4) Demonstration of feasibility
through preliminary data;

(5) Probability of success of project;

(6) Novelty, uniqueness and origi-
nality; and

(7) Appropriateness to regulation of
biotechnology and risk assessment.

(b) Qualifications of proposed project
personnel and adequacy of facilities.

(1) Training and demonstrated aware-
ness of previous and alternative ap-
proaches to the problem identified in
the proposal, and performance record
and/or potential for future accomplish-
ments;

(2) Time allocated for systematic at-
tainment of objectives;

(3) Institutional experience and com-
petence in subject area; and

(4) Adequacy of available or obtain-
able support personnel, facilities, and
instrumentation.

(c) Relevance of project to solving
biotechnology regulatory uncertainty
for United States agriculture.

(1) Scientific contribution of research
in leading to important discoveries or
significant breakthroughs in an-
nounced program areas; and

(2) Relevance of the risk assessment
research to agriculture and environ-
mental regulations.
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§3418.1 Definitions.

As used in this part:

1862 institution means a college or
university eligible to receive funds
under the Act of July 2, 1862 (7 U.S.C.
301, et seq.).

1890 institution means a college or
university eligible to receive funds
under the Act of August 30, 1890 (7
U.S.C. 321, et seq.), including Tuskegee
University.

1994 institution means an institution
as defined in section 532 of the Equity
in Educational Land-Grant Status Act
of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note).

Formula funds means agricultural re-
search funds provided to 1862 institu-
tions and agricultural experiment sta-
tions under the Hatch Act of 1887 (7
U.S.C. 36la, et seq.); extension funds
provided to 1862 institutions under sec-
tions 3(b) and 3(c) of the Smith-Lever
Act (7 U.S.C. 343(b) and (c)) and section
208(c) of the District of Columbia Pub-
lic Postsecondary Education Reorga-
nization Act, Pub. L. 93-471; agricul-
tural extension and research funds pro-
vided to 1890 institutions under sec-
tions 1444 and 1445 of the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and
Teaching Policy Act of 1977
(NARETPA)(7T U.S.C. 3221 and 3222);
education formula funds provided to
1994 institutions under section 534(a) of
the Equity in Educational Land-Grant
Status Act of 1994 (7 U.S.C. 301 note);
research funds provided to forestry
schools under the McIntire-Stennis Act
of 1962 (16 U.S.C. 582a, et seq.); and ani-
mal health and disease research funds
provided to veterinary schools and ag-
ricultural experiment stations under
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section 1433 of NARETPA (7 U.S.C.
3195).

Recipient institution means any 1862
institution, 1890 institution, 1994 insti-
tution, or any other institution that
receives formula funds from the De-
partment of Agriculture.

Seek stakeholder input means an open,
fair, and accessible process by which
individuals, groups, and organizations
may have a voice, and one that treats
all with dignity and respect.

Stakeholder means any person who
has the opportunity to use or conduct
agricultural research, extension, or
education activities of recipient insti-
tutions.

§3418.2 Scope and Purpose.

Section 102(c) of the Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Education Re-
form Act of 1998 (7 U.S.C. 7612(c)) re-
quires land-grant institutions, as a
condition of receipt of formula funds,
to solicit and consider input and rec-
ommendations from stakeholders con-
cerning the use of formula funds. This
regulation implements this require-
ment consistently for all recipient in-
stitutions that receive formula funds.

§3418.3 Applicability.

To obtain formula funds after Sep-
tember 30, 1999, each recipient institu-
tion shall establish and implement a
process for obtaining stakeholder input
on the uses of formula funds in accord-
ance with this part.

§3418.4 Reporting requirement.

Each recipient institution shall re-
port to the Department of Agriculture
by October 1 of each fiscal year, the
following information related to stake-
holder input and recommendations:

(a) Actions taken to seek stakeholder
input that encourages their participa-
tion;

(b) A brief statement of the process
used by the recipient institution to
identify individuals and groups who are
stakeholders and to collect input from
them; and

(c) A statement of how collected
input was considered.

§3418.5 Failure to comply and report.

Formula funds may be withheld and
redistributed if a recipient institution

§3419.1

fails to either comply with §3418.3 or
report under §3418.4.

§3418.6 Prohibition.

A recipient institution shall not re-
quire input from stakeholders as a con-
dition of receiving the benefits of, or
participating in, the agricultural re-
search, education, or extension pro-
grams of the recipient institution.

PART 3419—MATCHING FUNDS RE-
QUIREMENT FOR AGRICULTURAL
RESEARCH AND EXTENSION FOR-
MULA FUNDS AT 1890 LAND-
GRANT INSTITUTIONS, INCLUDING
TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY, AND AT
1862 LAND-GRANT INSTITUTIONS
IN INSULAR AREAS

Sec.

3419.1 Definitions.

3419.2 Matching funds.

3419.3 Determination of non-Federal sources
of funds.

3419.4 Limited waiver authority.

3419.5 Certification of matching funds.

3419.6 Use of matching funds.

3419.7 Redistribution of funds.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 7 U.S.C. 3222d; Sec.
753, Pub. L. No. 105-277, 112 Stat. 2681-33.

SOURCE: 65 FR 21631, Apr. 21, 2000, unless
otherwise noted.

§3419.1 Definitions.

As used in this part:

Eligible institution means a college or
university eligible to receive funds
under the Act of August 30, 1890 (7
U.S.C. 321 et seq.) (commonly known as
the Second Morrill Act), including
Tuskegee University, or a college or
university designated under the Act of
July 2, 1862 (7 U.S.C. 301, et seq.) (com-
monly known as the First Morrill Act)
and located in the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico and the insular areas of
American Samoa, Guam, Micronesia,
Northern Marianas, and the Virgin Is-
lands.

Formula funds means agricultural re-
search funds provided to the eligible
institutions under section 1445 of the
National Agricultural Research, Exten-
sion, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977
(NARETPA), as amended, or under sec-
tion 3 of the Hatch Act of 1887, 7 U.S.C.
361c, and agricultural extension funds
provided to the eligible institutions
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